
STORMWATER
MANAGEMENT

The issue of effective stormwater management has become a major focus at the state
and municipal level. Towns are being required to more effectively manage and control
stormwater runoff. This is best achieved through development of strategies 
(such as BMP’s-Best Management Practices) and policies at the municipal, residential, 
and business and corporate levels.

The concerns of stormwater are many. If not effectively managed, stormwater can cause
flooding, overwhelm the Sewerage Treatment System, allow valuable water to pass through
the system under utilized, and exacerbate the problem of NPSP (non point source pollution.
NPSP is the pollution caused when wastes are washed down into catch basins and waterways
untreated.

Increased impervious cover is one of the key elements of increased stormwater concerns,
as water does not have the opportunity to be naturally filtered or recharged, due to
surfaces such as parking lots, roofs and even lawns, which do not provide treatment or
absorption capacity.



Bernards Township is using a number of strategies to mitigate
the negative impacts of stormwater runoff and best utilize water
resources. These include :

• Reduction of mowed area- letting natural vegetation absorb and treat water
• Naturalizing detention basins- controlling flooding and recharging water
• Rain barrels- capturing rainwater, reducing flooding and allowing slow
absorption

• Expanding protected open space green infrastructure- providing
critical natural ecosystem services

• Reducing use of pesticides and fertilizers- reducing chemical
and excess nutrient loading of waterways

• Creating biodiversity islands- improving habitat and 
facilitating water recharge and runoff reduction

• Utilizing BMP’s whenever and wherever feasible
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STORMWATER
MANAGEMENT-
RESIDENTIAL

The are numerous things residents can do at home to help mitigate the
negative impacts of stormwater. These include:

• Less lawn area, more native plant landscaping
• Rain barrels to capture rain water
• Creating rain gardens
• Less use of pesticides and fertilizers
• Creating more porous surfaces, less impervious ones
• Minimizing NPSP (non point source pollution) around the home
• Maintaining natural buffers around streams and ponds
• Creating ponds or wetlands in appropriate areas
• Using BMP’s whenever and wherever feasible 



Businesses and corporations have  great opportunity to help mitigate
and control with effective stormwater management. Some of these
strategies include:

• Reducing lawn and mowed area, increasing natural landscaping and creating
habitat promoting biodiversity

• Reducing impervious cover and stormwater runoff associated with parking
lots through porous paving, directing water into natural basins and limiting
paved area

• Capturing roof runoff through use of rain barrels
• Considering creation of green roofs 
• Creation of rain gardens
• Keeping natural buffers along streams and around ponds
• Reducing application of pesticides and fertilizers
• Utilizing BMP’s whenever and wherever feasible 
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